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1. The Africa Soil Science Society (ASSS) and the Soil Science Society of East Africa (SSSEA) held their 
6th and 27th Joint International Congress in Nakuru, Kenya from 20-25 October 2013.   

2. The ASSS was founded in 1986 as a non-profit making scientific organization grouping scientists 
working in the area of soil science and application of soil information in Africa. The Society 
promotes and fosters Soil Science in all its facets and gives support to regional and national 
societies.  

3. The SSSEA was founded 1975. It is a non-political and non -profit making organization that draws 
membership from individuals, soil scientists, agronomists, socio-economists and corporate 
organizations for purposes of advocating, raising awareness and coordinating EAC actions on soils 
as a vital resource for achieving sustainable development. It draws membership from East Africa 
Community member countries of Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi. The society 
promotes linkages between food security, ecosystem services, sustainable development and poverty 
reduction by addressing the sustainable management of soils at all levels based on the best science 
available and considering the diverse regional contexts. 

4. The conference, which was opened by the representatives of the Kenyan authorities, was attended 
by over 200 participants from countries across the Africa, Europe, America, Asia, and Australia. 

5.  The focus of the conference was on the contribution of Land and Water Management (LWM) to 
food security in the context of climate change and in line with the strong of soil scientists across 
Africa to support: 1) the African Union's/NEPAD comprehensive African Agriculture 
Development Programme, in particular pillar no 1 “sustainable land and water management”; and 
2) the Nairobi Declaration on the African Process for Combating Climate Change. While these 
issues were covered during the ASSS 5th conference in Cameroon in 2009 as future goals of the 
ASSS, the conference shared and discussed research findings around Agricultural Production Value 
Chains, addressing the threats and opportunities associated with climate change, and scaling up of 
proven technologies and innovations for transformational impact on the livelihoods of African 
small-scale farmers. In addition, land use planning and policy was addressed during this 
conference.  

6. Up-to-date information, which was shared among participants and the media including radio and 
television, will be published in proceedings, books, pamphlets, leaflets, special issues of 
international journals. The outputs from the conference will also contribute towards informing the 
African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN). 

7. Recognizing and re-affirming the expertise and commitment of its members, the ASSS and the 
SSSEA are ready to support widespread dissemination and use of knowledge from research and 
from experiences of projects dealing with sustainable land management; and also to implement 
urgent actions to meet the current and future challenges in Africa. For this purpose, African soil 
scientists call for a political support and for a significant increase of investments to result in an 
increased productivity and preservation of soil resources, in particular by African governments. 
Increasing investments from national resources would be an expression of an important political 
willingness of African states, which may help catalyse contributions from development partner 
agencies and the international community.  

8. It is paramount that the role of soils and Soil Science in ensuring food security and providing other 
key ecosystem services are given appropriate recognition. These are fundamental for sustainable 
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production and adaptation to climate variability and climate change. In this context ASSS and the 
SSSEA and their members are committed to:  

i). Engage ASSS and SSSEA members and other relevant national institutions into 
generating, improving and disseminating quality soil data for supporting actions and 
policies particularly with regard to sustainable land management. In this regards, 
efforts should be made to capitalize existing analogue data and information from 
national soil bureau in a way to develop solid soil databases. 

ii). Strengthen the role of land and water management and soil quality preservation in 
national policies and development plans.  

iii). Explore the possibilities for scaling up climate-smart agricultural practices developed 
by the scientific research community in order to contribute increasing the adaptive 
capacity of vulnerable populations and institutions.  

iv). Engage for the first time in these conference series, the focal stakeholders- the farmers, 
in which the issue of how best soil research outputs can be passed on to them was 
discussed. 
 

9. During the congress, the first ever Soil Atlas for Africa was officially launched by the Principal 

Secretary representing the Honorable Minister  of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, Kenya. 

This initiative, coordinated by the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission and the 

ASSS, is an outcome of a multi-stakeholder partnership (FAO, ISRIC, IUSS, and soil science 

experts from Africa and Europe). The atlas is a collection of vital information on African soils and 

highlights the importance of this non-renewable resource. The atlas aims to raise awareness at all 

levels – from politicians to the general public - of the significance of soil to the economic 

wellbeing across Africa. It is a much-needed source of information for policy makers and 

researchers and will be the basis for a pan-African assessment on the state of soil resources. 

 

10. The new Executive Bureau for the period 2013-2015 was elected as follows: President; Martin 

Yemefack, Secretary General: Cyrus Githunguri; Vice Sec Gen: Dr. Justice Nyamangara; 

Treasurer: Ms. Gisele Tapsoba; Ex officio: Lamourdia Thiombinano; Auditor 1: Vincent 

Aduramigba-Modupe Auditor 2: Dr. Nyambilila Amuri  

 

11. The ASSS and the SSSEA acknowledge, with appreciation, the efforts and contributions of the 

Kenyan government, Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI), ICRISAT, AGRA, NACOSTI, 

MEA Ltd, Virginia Tech, Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID), the 

University of Sydney and JRC for supporting this conference.  

 

12. We are convinced that through better knowledge of soil function and sustainable use of lands at 

national and continental levels, soils and soil science will contribute towards continual 

sustainable development and food security. Participants therefore expressed their commitments 

to strengthen their national and sub-regional soil science societies in order to actively contribute 

to the ASSS business. We need actions, not words! 
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PRESS RELEASE BY SOIL SCIENCE SOCIETY OF EAST AFRICA (SSSEA) AND THE 

AFRICA SOIL SCIENCE SOCIETY CONFERENCE, NAKURU, KENYA 

 

FIRST SOIL ATLAS OF AFRICA PUTS SPOTLIGHT ON AFRICA'S LIFE SOURCE 

The Soil Atlas of Africa book, a collaborative initiative of the Joint Research Centre 

(JRC) of the European Commission (EC), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations and the Africa Soil Science Society (ASSS) was launched at the 27th 

Soil Science Society of East Africa (SSSEA) and the 6th Africa Soil Science Society 

(ASSS) joint conference in Nakuru, Kenya on October 22, 2013. The launching was 

done by the Principal Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Sicily Kariuki. For the first 

time ever, this atlas collects vital information on African soils and highlights the 

importance of this non-renewable resource. With its stunning full colour maps and 

illustrations, it explains in a comprehensible and visually appealing way the diversity 

of soil across the African continent and explains why it is so important to preserve 

this precious resource.  

Healthy and fertile soils are the cornerstones of food security, key environmental 

services, social cohesion and the economies of most African countries. Up to 98% of 

all calories consumed in Africa originate from the soil resources of the continent. 

Unfortunately, soil in Africa tends to reach public awareness only when it fails to 

feed the people living from it. The aim of the atlas is to raise awareness at all levels – 

from politicians to the general public - of the significance of soil to life in Africa.  

Africa is the only continent in the world where the annual per capita food production 

lags behind population growth. The fundamental root cause of this decline is land 

degradation and soil fertility decline over time.  The Atlas explains the origin and 
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functions of soil, describes the different soil types and their relevance to both local 

and global issues. It also discusses the principal threats to soil and the steps being 

taken to protect soil resources. Diligent use of this Atlas will result in better land and 

water management practices, which will lead to increased food production, ensuring 

food security and environmental protection. 

Coordinated by the European Commission's in-house science service, in collaboration 

with the African Union and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, it compiles the 

contributions of dozens of soil experts from Africa and Europe. It is a much-needed 

source of information for policy makers and researchers and will be the basis for a 

pan-African assessment on the state of soil resources to be launched at the 

conference of the African Soil Science Society in Kenya, for the first time in Africa on 

October 22, 2013.  

Some key facts about African soil presented in the Atlas:  

 98% of all calories consumed in Africa originate from the soil resources of Africa. 

 Organic matter in the soil can store more than ten times its weight of water, 

which reduces risk of floods and protects underground water supplies. 

 Africa's soils store about 200 gigatonnes of organic carbon - 2.5 times more than 

contained in the continent's plants. 

 Tropical rainforest soils are not naturally fertile but need a constant supply of 

organic matter from natural vegetation. Deforestation breaks this cycle. 

 Over half of Africa's land surface is characterized by sandy soils (22%), shallow 

stony soils (17%) and young, weakly developed soils (11%). 

 Many of the soils of Africa are severely degraded by erosion and excessive 

nutrient depletion. This explains the low productivity of African soils, mainly due 
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to lack of plant nutrients, not adequately replenished by artificial fertilizers. On 

average, African farmers, due to rural poverty, are able to apply only 10% of the 

nutrients that farmers in the rest of the world return to the soil. 

 

 

Nakuru 22 October 2013  

Note of words for the launching of the atlas by the Minister/PS 

 

 I’m pleased to note that soils scientists from Africa and Europe have produced for the first 

time a soil atlas for our continent. 

 The soils of Africa have a crucial role in climate change adaptation and mitigation polices 

and they are the basis for sustainable development and food security. 

 This atlas is undoubtedly a source of knowledge to guide our behavior for the sustainable 

management of this capital resource for human being. 

 I challenge all of you to make use of it to improve the livelihoods of our African peoples.  

 It my pleasure to officially launch this book which I trust, will contribute to raising 

awareness at all levels – from politicians to the general public - of the significance of soil to 

life in Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


