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Marketing

Crop Protection

Use disease free vines for planting.

Plant sweetpotato on land where the crop 

has not been grown in the past 2 years to 

minimize weevil damage

Keep earthing the crown and exposed roots to 

minimize weevil damage

Practice crop rotation. 

Sweetpotato is a cheaper option as a breakfast 

snack compared to bread or other cereals.

It is appealing to both rural and urban 

consumers.



Introduction

Sweetpotato (Ipomea batata) is a starch rich  tuberous 

root. Yellow fresh varieties are rich in carotene which 

is a precursor of vitamin A. It is grown on a wide 

range of soil types mainly in the tropics. It can be 

consumed whole or used in composite flour in baked/

cooked products. 

Seedbed Preparation

Deep plough to a depth of 20 cm

Plant on flat ground on sandy soils

Make mounds or ridges on none sandy soils

Planting

Plant at the onset of both short and long rains.

Plant one foot long disease free vines

Cover half of the vine underground and 

expose the other.

27,000 vines could be planted in one hectare 

(11,000 vines per acre)

Bury half of the vine 4-6cm deep

Spacing

Plant in rows spaced at 75cm and 50cm apart un-

der sole cropping

Weeding

Do first weeding within two weeks after planting 

Second weeding and earthling up may be done two 

weeks later.

Time of harvesting

Harvesting could be done within 4 

months

Piecemeal harvesting could commence 

after 3 months.

Young tender leaves could be used as 

vegetable commencing 2 months after 

planting. 

Locate the large tubers by cracks on the 

ground.

Loosen the soil around the tuber with a 

sharp tool like a fork and lift the tuber 

from the ground.

Use a hoe if you want to harvest the whole 

plot at once and avoid tuber injury.

Storage

Sweetpotato can be stored in fresh form in the 

field.

Store fresh tubers in pits under shade.

Cover the tubers with banana leaves to 

minimize contact with soil.

Sweetpotato tubers could also be stored as 

dried chips.

As dry chips harvest, wash, peel and cut and 

dry in the sun. 

Utilization

Sweetpotato can be consumed whole, chips or further 

processed into flour. The flour could be blended 

with wheat, maize and sorghum for preparation of 

biscuits, bread, cakes and other cookies.




