
Recommended application/use
The housing design is recommended for poultry farmers 
producing table eggs in relatively hot environments where 
heat stress can compromise feed conversion efficiency. 

Construction 
The house is constructed using locally available 
materials. The construction of the house is similar to 
that of ordinary poultry houses but has modifications to 
make it easy to use and suitable for hot environments. 
Its semi-automatic nature ensures that necessity for 
entry into the house is only when feeding the birds. 
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 Easy to clean and maintain. The house is 

raised with a mesh floor for fecal dropping to fall 

through.

 Convenience in egg collection.  Laying 

nests are fitted outside at the darkest side of the poultry 

house and are accessible from outside the house 

which ensures minimal interference of laying birds.

 Minimal egg breakage and soiling. 

The laying nests are designed to slope in way 

that eggs roll away from the birds to a collecting 

bay. The birds have minimal contact with the 

eggs which avoids egg pecking and eating 

thus, guarantees up to 97% percent collection 

of clean laid eggs for increased income. 

 Provides clean poultry waste. 

The droppings fall through a mesh 

floor and can be collected using plastic 

sheets for use as animal feed or manure.  

 Control of diseases and parasites. The 

house has compartments with ‘pop holes’ to 

allow separation of birds for routine procedures 

like vaccination treatment and isolation.

Introduction 

The keeping of poultry for table egg production in 
marginal areas in Kenya is significantly notably affected 
by the adverse effects of weather, predation and poor 
hygiene due to housing constraints. Proper housing of 
birds is a requirement for better growth and optimal 
production.  Various house designs are available 
depending on the production system. These needs have 
made it necessary to design this Semi-automatic poultry 
housing. 

Key features of the Semi-automatic poultry housing

 Designed to protect birds 

from effect of external environments 

including weather and predators for ‘bird 

comfort’ and high egg laying efficiency. 

 Automatically collects eggs and makes 

poultry rearing relatively easy.

 Well ventilated. Laying nests are separated 

from the feeding and operations area for adequate 

space, lighting and aeration. Vents on the sides 

help regulate temperatures and air movements in 

different weather conditions and during the day 

and at night. common in tropical environments. 

 Easy and convenient access. 

The house is raised with doors fitted with 

stairs to for easy access to the inside.  
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