Control
Avoid ﬁelds with previous incidences of bacterial wilt,
use seed tubers from a reputable source and practise
crop rotation and ﬁeld sanitation.

Production of
food (ware)
POTATOES

Pests
Aphids
Suck sap from plants and transmit viral diseases like
potato leaf roll virus.

Aphids attack sprouting tubers. Wingless ones start colonies on
underside of leaves in field while wingless individuals start infections

The control of aphids should follow the manufacturers
recommendations:
Potato tuber moth
Larvae burrow tunnels in the tubers and damage is
noticed in the store.
Control
Spray the foliage with an appropriate insecticide and
dust potatoes in the store.

Harvesting
Potatoes should remain in the ﬁeld till maturity and skin
hardening is by de-haulming (cutting stems) two weeks
before harvesting. Yields of up to 40tonnes/ha may be
realized with proper management.
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Introduction
The potato (Irish potato) is an important food and cash
crop in Kenya. Potatoes grown for food are called ware
unlike seed potatoes.

Good sprouting of tubers ensures early emergence
leading to higher yields.

Planting and spacing
•

To optimise potato production, good management
practices are necessary and this starts with site selection
and preparation.

•

Site selection and land preparation

•

•

•
•

Planting should be done shortly before the rains
begin with tubers placed in furrows on top of soil
sprout side facing up.
Tubers should be covered completely to avoid sun
scorching.
For pure stand potato the spacing is 75 cm between
rows and 30 cm between tubers.

•
•

Diammonium phosphate (DAP-18% N and 46%
P2O5) at a rate of 500kg/ha (or 200kg/acre is
applied in the rows at planting.
On acidic soils, Monoammonium Phosphate (MAP11%N and 50% P2O5) can be used at the same rate.
To apply correct rate, ﬁll a half litre container with
the fertilizer and apply uniformly in furrows 15
metres long or 50 tubers planted at a 30 cm spacing.

Symptoms of Late blight on leaves and stems

Control
• Preventive fungicide sprays should be carried out if
a susceptible variety is grown but spraying of tolerant
varieties should commence when the ﬁrst spots are
noticed on the crop.
• Leaf underside should be sprayed since covering the
topside of the leaves only does not give effective
control.

Select a site where potatoes or tomatoes have not
been grown for at least two seasons (one year) to
avoid soil borne diseases and pests.
Plough the land thoroughly to remove weeds and to
break soil for aeration.
Avoid poorly drained or rocky soils.

Fertilizers and manure
•

off. A white mould is produced by the fungus on the
underside of the leaf.

Recommended plant spacing

Bacterial wilt
This is transmitted to clean ﬁelds through infected seed
tubers or infected soil. It can remain in the for up to four
years or longer.

Weeding and ridging
•

Weeding should commence once the potatoes are
above the soil. Earthing up should be done as they
grow with the ﬁnal ridge attaining a height of 25cm.

Seed size and sprouting
Diseases
Certiﬁed seed tubers of 24-45mm in diameter with 4-5
sprouts each should be used at a rate of 10-12 bags of
50 kg each.

Late blight
First appears as water soaked spots on the leaves
and the tips of the stems which turn black and die

Symptoms of Bacterial wilt on plants and tubers

